Different empirical models have been proposed in the literature to determine the fatigue strength as a function of lifetime, according to linear, parabolic, hyperbolic, exponential, and other shaped solutions. However, most of them imply a deterministic definition of the S-N field, despite the inherent scatter exhibited by the fatigue results issuing from experimental campaigns. In this work, the Bayesian theory is presented as a suitable way not only to convert deterministic into probabilistic models, but to enhance probabilistic fatigue models with the statistical distribution of the percentile curves of failure probability interpreted as their confidence bands. After a short introduction about the application of the Bayesian methodology, its advantageous implementation on an OpenSource software named OpenBUGS is presented. As a practical example, this methodology has been applied to the statistical analysis of the Maennig fatigue S-N field data using the Weibull regression model proposed by Castillo and Canteli, which allows the confidence bands of the S-N field to be determined as a function of the already available test results. Finally, a question of general interest is discussed as that concerned to the recommendable number of tests to carry out in an experimental S-N fatigue program for achieving "reliable or confident" results to be subsequently used in component design, which, generally, is not adequately and practically addressed by researchers.
Introduction
Repeated application of variable loads over time may lead to fatigue failure of real structures and components. Besides, this type of failure occurs often unexpectedly because the magnitude of the stresses acting on these components usually remains far below the static material strength. Therefore, accurate estimation of the fatigue strength of materials is crucial to ensure safe design and maintenance of structures and components.
In the literature, there is an extensive list of models devoted to the study of material fatigue strength, which are focused on predicting the service life (N) in terms of a particular generalized parameter (GP), such as the equivalent range of stresses (∆σ), strains (∆ε) or combinations of both (Smith-Watson-Topper, etc.). However, most of the models implied are deterministic, despite the fact that one of the main characteristics of the fatigue problem is its associated uncertainty. The high variability is inherent to the fatigue phenomenon forces fatigue failure to be considered as a random phenomenon, so that only models, including random variables should be considered valid for predicting fatigue life reliably. For that reason, there are different standards and guidelines, such as ISO [1], ASTM [2] or ASM [3] , that include specific sections to suggest some recommendations for the statistical analysis of the fatigue data. Furthermore, among the different probabilistic fatigue modes proposed in the literature, the Weibull probabilistic regression model proposed by , the same as those proposed by Freudenthal, Gumbel and Bolotin [5] [6] [7] [8] , defines the S-N or ε-N fields as hyperbolic percentile curves representing the same probability of failure.
Despite the satisfactory probabilistic definition of the S-N field and the robust parameter estimation provided by the model of Castillo-Canteli, as extensively proven after being applied under consideration of different driving forces to different materials [9] [10] [11] [12] , a question still remains open and repeatedly unanswered in academic forums: "How many experimental tests should be performed to achieve a suitable probabilistic definition of the S-N field?". Alternatively, even more precisely, "[h]ow many experimental tests should be performed to define the percentiles curves and fatigue limit for a given precision and confidence level"? The question is perhaps motivated by the fact that confidence intervals of the percentiles shrink according to the increasing number of available results as in the case of an extensive experimental campaign. Nevertheless, according to the concept of confidence bands [13, 14] it can be concluded that both questions are incorrectly posed, since they cannot be answered "a priori" because of the complex relation implied among the number of tests and parameter values, or even because the influence of the suitability or unsuitability of the test strategy is applied. Only after testing and data assessment, it means "a posteriori", the problem can be formulated in the following terms: The fatigue results for a certain probability of failure and precision can be statistically provided at any time of the experimental campaign irrespective of the number of tests available, but we have to count on the results being consequently penalized as a function of the number of tests: The smaller the number of test the higher the penalty applied in the derivation of the value of the particular fatigue property estimated for a given probability of failure according to the precision required.
In the past, other procedures, as for instance the bootstrap method [15] [16] [17] [18] , were applied to face the reliability question of the S-N field, but their high computational cost together with their questionable applicability when applied to small samples have contributed them not to be extensively widespread and consequently applied in the practical current fatigue characterization. Furthermore, different attempts have been made to incorporate the Bayesian methodology to the evaluation of fatigue results and fatigue lifetime prediction [19] under low and high cycle fatigue conditions from deterministic fatigue models, although using a mathematical-statistical formulation less accessible for laboratory and practitioner engineers. In those contributions, the advantages of applying Bayesian procedures are emphasized as a way of enhancing fatigue design reliability by incorporating technological knowledge from theoretical studies and previous experimental experience in particular in the case of a scarce number of tests available [19, 20] .
As will be highlighted in this work, a satisfactory solution for the calculation of the confidence bands of the problem will be found by applying the Bayesian theory, the response of the approach becoming now simple, unambiguous and rigorous from a statistical viewpoint particularly when applied to a probabilistic model of assessment.
The practical application of the Bayes methodology is facilitated by means of the application of a powerful OpenSource and free software named OpenBUGS, which despite its currently limited dissemination in the engineering area, might completely transform the way in which Bayesian methods will be applied in the future. The implementation of the OpenBUGS software into the Bayesian theory is basically explained, and thereafter applied to the assessment of the fatigue S-N data provided by Maennig [21] [22] [23] according to the Weibull regression model proposed by Castillo and Canteli [4] , which allows the confidence bands of the S-N field to be determined as a function of the already available test results. In the assessment of this practical case, not only the variability of the model parameters is calculated, but also the confidence bands for each percentile failure curves are determined. In this way, the fatigue strength or lifetime can be estimated for any probability of failure and given precision level. Finally, the main conclusions of the work are summarized.
Furthermore, a question of general interest is discussed as that concerned to the recommendable number of tests to carry out in an experimental S-N fatigue program for achieving "reliable or confident" results to be subsequently used in component design, which, generally, is not adequately and practically addressed by researchers.
Fundamentals Bases of the Model
In the following, a general description of the main features of the Weibull regression model proposed by Castillo-Canteli for analyzing the S-N field is made and the implementation of the OpenBugs software into the Bayesian methods are explained in order to facilitate the comprehension of the methodology proposed and its practical application to the case of fatigue data assessment.
The Probabilistic Fatigue Model
The S-N field solution for lifetime prediction proposed by Castillo and Canteli [4] is a probabilistic model, based on physical and statistical conditions to be necessarily fulfilled by any valid fatigue model, in particular on the necessary compatibility condition existing between the driving force (generally identified with the stress range, ∆σ) distribution for given number of cycles, and the lifetime distribution for given driving force. As shown graphically in Figure 1 for the two discretional intersecting straight lines parallel to both axes, each S-N curve pertaining to the S-N field that crosses the left part of the horizontal line must necessarily cross the lower segment of the vertical line as well, so that the areas of both shaded zones pertaining to the probability density distribution must be identical. Due to statistical considerations, see References [4, 7, 8] , Weibull distributions are the most suitable ones for being proposed to model fitting. As a result, the following equality arises:
where E(N * , ∆σ * ) and F(∆σ * , N * ) are the cdf of the lifetime N * given a certain stress range ∆σ * and the cdf of the stress range ∆σ * given a certain fatigue lifetime N * , respectively. Equation (1) represents a functional equation [24] [25] [26] , which provides the only two possible solutions for the probabilistic S-N field represented by failure hyperbolic shaped percentiles curves, i.e., the curves representing the number of cycles to failure for a certain probability of failure [4] . Due to physical conditions, only the solution represented by Equation (2) is considered to be acceptable, where N 0 and ∆σ 0 are the characteristic asymptotes (limit number of cycles and fatigue endurance limit) and λ, δ and β are the location, scale and shape Weibull model parameters, respectively: 
Fundamentals Bases of the Model
In the following, a general description of the main features of the Weibull regression model proposed by Castillo-Canteli for analyzing the S-N field is made and the implementation of the OpenBugs software into the Bayesian methods are explained in order to facilitate the comprehension of the methodology proposed and its practical application to the case of fatigue data assessment. Equation ( 2) provides the probabilistic definition of the S-N field, i.e., the p-S-N field, which can be advantageously assessed by assuming the normalized variable V = log(N/N 0 )log(∆σ/∆σ 0 ). In this way, all the S-N field results are evaluated as pertaining to a single Weibull cumulative distribution function, thus, enhancing reliability in the parameter estimation. The satisfactory application of the model to practical S-N fatigue programs is confirmed for different materials and driving forces. The free and easy-to-use ProFatigue software is available to facilitate parameter estimation [27] . According to this classical concept of probabilistic approach, the five parameters of the model, i.e., λ, δ, β, N 0 and ∆σ 0 , are estimated as if they were fixed values. Nevertheless, the reliability of the parameters obtained during model fitting depends, obviously, on the total number of tests performed and the suitability of the test strategy applied in the experimental program. As a result, a sounder evaluation requires determining the densities of the estimated parameters or the confidence bands of the percentiles curves.
Until now, the calculation of the confidence intervals was achieved by applying the Bootstrap method following a procedure consisting in a previous estimation of the model parameters for the test data available and successive application of the Monte-Carlo simulation based on the model parameters just obtained following a faithful replication of the fatigue program planning adopted. The model parameters for the newly resulting simulated S-N field are estimated by applying the same probabilistic model, so that, the remaining outgoing simulated S-N fields provide the variability field of the model parameters (confidence bands) or, alternatively, the confidence bans for the particular percentile curve of interest. However, this method is usually computationally expensive and does not always report satisfactory results. As an alternative, Bayes' methodology and its efficiency are investigated here, when applied to an advanced model, as that represented by the probabilistic S-N field solution proposed by Castillo and Canteli corresponding to Equation (2).
Bayesian Methods
First of all, it should be noted that the main difference between conventional and Bayesian statistical models is that the formers ones accept the model parameter estimates as fixed or deterministic values, whereas the second ones consider them as random variables. This applies to both deterministic and probabilistic models. In the application of Bayesian methods, an initial family of parametric models is assumed in which the parameters are considered to be random variables rather than constants. This means that deterministic models are transformed automatically in probabilistic ones, so they are improved. The probability distribution for each of the parameters involved, i.e., λ, δ, β, N 0 and ∆σ 0 is the goal to be achieved [5] when Bayesian methods are applied to the probabilistic S-N fatigue model considered in Section 2.1, and therefore, not their point estimations. In the following, the Bayesian methodology is shortly introduced for highlighting its application to fatigue model, including a brief description of the four fundamental steps to be applied, namely, (a) definition of the prior distribution, (b) estimation of the prior predictive distribution, (c) derivation of the posterior distribution and (d) calculation of the posterior predictive distribution.
Prior Distribution
Bayesian methods are initiated assuming a prior distribution of the parameter, which may reflect the initial engineer's knowledge about the parameters of the model and their uncertainty. This distribution can be "non-informative", when there is no information about the parameters, or "informative", when it contains some knowledge based on previous experience.
For example, a parametric model with a parameter vector θ is defined to represent a variable X taking x values, such as:
The parameters θ of this function are random and are associated with a prior distribution function:
where α is a vector of the parameter distributions, called hyper-parameter to be distinguished from the initial model parameters (θ). The prior distribution may be discrete, continuous or mixed, depending on the type of parameters used.
The Prior Predictive Distribution
Based on the description of the model and the distribution functions of the prior parameters already defined, it is possible to use the model to make predictions. Based on the description of the model and the distribution functions of the prior parameters already defined, it is possible to use the model to make predictions x:
It is worth mentioning that this model only contains the information provided by the scientist or engineer knowledge on the variability of the model parameters without including any information related to evidence shown in experimental results.
The Posterior Distribution
The knowledge about the parameters is complemented by random samples, which lead to a posterior distribution of the parameters, including the two sources of knowledge. Thus, once a sample of size n is obtained from the population to be modelled:
It is possible to improve the predictions made by applying the maximum likelihood method by combining the prior distribution and the information provided by the sample:
At this point, the posterior distribution of the parameters may be derived by means of the Bayes theorem expressed by the following formula:
The Posterior Predictive Distribution
Finally, the posterior predictive distribution is obtained using the posterior distribution from the previous step, which includes both the prior provided information and the experimental evidence collected in the posterior distribution of the model parameters, thus, allowing predictions ( x) to be made:
Note that Bayesian models do not work with the initial family of distributions, but with the predictive distribution, i.e., a convex combination, possibly infinite, of a set of models from this family, whose weights or coefficients arise from the posterior distribution. In this way, an extended family of the initially selected family of distributions is found. This allows the sample to achieve a better model fit. Note that the resulting models are extensions of the initially assumed family of models because by considering Dirac distributions as posterior distributions, the models of the initial family are obtained.
This extension plays a significant role in the real engineering practice because it provides high flexibility in building models allowing better correlation between theoretical models and the reality to be attained as pursued in modelling fatigue problems.
Application Example
With the aim of illustrating the different distributions, i.e., prior, prior predictive, posterior and posterior predictive distributions presented in the previous subsections, an example of the application of Bayesian Methods is presented, in which a very simplified model that follows a normal random distribution N(θ,1) is assumed.
In this example, the normal random model only implies one internal vector of parameters, θ, which is assumed to be random as well following a uniform distribution θ~U(4,8) (see dot line in Figure 2 ). As previously described, the initial random distribution of the parameters represents the prior distribution, and its parameters are called hyperparameters. Therefore, the prior distribution in this example would be the uniform distribution, and the hyperparameters will be 4 and 8. application of Bayesian Methods is presented, in which a very simplified model that follows a normal random distribution N(θ,1) is assumed.
In this example, the normal random model only implies one internal vector of parameters, θ, which is assumed to be random as well following a uniform distribution θ~U (4, 8) (see dot line in Figure 2 ). As previously described, the initial random distribution of the parameters represents the prior distribution, and its parameters are called hyperparameters. Therefore, the prior distribution in this example would be the uniform distribution, and the hyperparameters will be 4 and 8. Once the model and the prior distribution have been defined (θ~U(4,8)), it is possible to obtain the prior predictive distribution (see blue line in Figure 2 ):
After that, a sample of size n = 10 is obtained (see points on the horizontal axis in Figure 3 ) and the prior distribution improved, resulting in a posterior distribution of the parameters (see dot line in Figure 3 Finally, the posterior predictive distribution is obtained (see violet line in Figure3), which can be considered the final predictive model:
As noted, Bayesian methods consider parameters (θ) as random variables and subsequently obtain convex combinations of the initial model family. In fact, the distribution, actually assumed at Once the model and the prior distribution have been defined (θ~U(4,8)), it is possible to obtain the prior predictive distribution (see blue line in Figure 2 ):
After that, a sample of size n = 10 is obtained (see points on the horizontal axis in Figure 3 ) and the prior distribution improved, resulting in a posterior distribution of the parameters (see dot line in Figure 3 N(θ,1) is assumed.
In this example, the normal random model only implies one internal vector of parameters, θ, which is assumed to be random as well following a uniform distribution θ~U (4, 8) (see dot line in Figure 2 ). As previously described, the initial random distribution of the parameters represents the prior distribution, and its parameters are called hyperparameters. Therefore, the prior distribution in this example would be the uniform distribution, and the hyperparameters will be 4 and 8. Once the model and the prior distribution have been defined (θ~U(4,8)), it is possible to obtain the prior predictive distribution (see blue line in Figure 2 
As noted, Bayesian methods consider parameters (θ) as random variables and subsequently Finally, the posterior predictive distribution is obtained (see violet line in Figure 3 ), which can be considered the final predictive model:
As noted, Bayesian methods consider parameters (θ) as random variables and subsequently obtain convex combinations of the initial model family. In fact, the distribution, actually assumed at the end of the method, is a weighted or mixed distribution, which results after combining the prior or posterior distribution with the initial distributions family.
The Proposed Model
In this section, the application of the Bayesian method to the probabilistic S-N field model of Castillo-Canteli, see Equation (2), is presented with the five parameters of the model being considered as random variables. To this end, the OpenBUGS software package has been used, which, given prior distributions and a sample of experimental results, generates large samples of the posterior model based on Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) techniques. This means that a large sample of any statistic can be accomplished and, consequently, an excellent approximation of its probability distribution is achieved.
On the following, the implementation of the Bayesian Weibull fatigue Model in OpenBUGS is introduced in its two variants: Code text in flat format and visual programming by the Doodle module.
Model Implementation Through Openbugs Code
The only extreme value distribution implemented in OpenBUGS is the generalized extreme value for maxima; so that the Castillo-Canteli model, which is based on a Weibull extreme value for minima, must be implemented by this function (See Appendix A).
Once the model is defined, the implied parameters (N 0 , ∆σ 0 , β, λ, δ) are defined in the prior as uniform random ones, ranging between a minimum and a maximum value:
Equation (13) are the prior distributions associated with the five parameters of the Castillo-Canteli model. The values of these hyperparameters have been established in a limited range of the neighbourhoods of N 0cc , ∆σ 0cc , β cc , λ cc and δ cc parameters as follows:
where the values of ∆σ 0cc , β cc , λ cc and δ cc are those obtained by implementing the original version Castillo-Canteli model using, for example, the current version of the ProFatigue software [27] .
Alternatively to the implementation of the Castillo-Canteli model by the generalized extreme function, the ones/zeros Poisson model trick can be used to generate the model in an easier way (see Appendix A).
Model Implementation Using Graphic Doodle in OpenBUGS
OpenBUGS has a graphical programming environment called Graphic Doodle, which can be used to program the previous code easily. Figure 4 shows the acyclic graph of the Bayesian network of the model. As can be seen, the prior distributions of the five parameters have been defined outside the model loop as in the previous case. .
Execution of the Code in OpenBUGS and Analysis of the Results Provided by the Program.
Once the model has been implemented into the program, it is necessary to define the initial alues of the variables (Equation (14)) and the experimental data of the fatigue life that to be fitted by he model, giving rise to the posterior distributions ( Figure 5 ). 
Execution of the Code in OpenBUGS and Analysis of the Results Provided by the Program
Once the model has been implemented into the program, it is necessary to define the initial values of the variables (Equation (14)) and the experimental data of the fatigue life that to be fitted by the model, giving rise to the posterior distributions ( Figure 5 ). 
Execution of the Code in OpenBUGS and Analysis of the Results Provided by the Program.
Once the model has been implemented into the program, it is necessary to define the initial values of the variables (Equation (14)) and the experimental data of the fatigue life that to be fitted by the model, giving rise to the posterior distributions ( Figure 5 ). Finally, the number of simulations is defined for the initial process (burn-in process) and for the final sample, and the model is executed. In this case, taking into account the computational time of OpenBugs and the scatter associated with the fatigue problems, it is proposed to use 1,000 and 20,000 simulations for the initial and final samples, respectively.
Once the code is executed, the program provides both a convergence analysis and the model parameters of the posterior distributions, which are introduced into Equation (12) to derive the posterior predictive distribution. In this way, the percentiles of the percentiles the fatigue failure probability are obtained; in other words, the confidence intervals of each percentile as obtained by Finally, the number of simulations is defined for the initial process (burn-in process) and for the final sample, and the model is executed. In this case, taking into account the computational time of OpenBugs and the scatter associated with the fatigue problems, it is proposed to use 1,000 and 20,000 simulations for the initial and final samples, respectively.
Once the code is executed, the program provides both a convergence analysis and the model parameters of the posterior distributions, which are introduced into Equation (12) to derive the posterior predictive distribution. In this way, the percentiles of the percentiles the fatigue failure probability are obtained; in other words, the confidence intervals of each percentile as obtained by the original version of the Castillo-Canteli model.
Practical Example
In this section, the Maennig fatigue data [21] [22] [23] , (see on Table 1 ), is used to illustrate the method proposed in the previous sections and its implementation in OpenBUGS. This extensive fatigue program comprising 360 results, i.e., an exceptionally high amount of data, that is not impaired, or questions the potential application of Bayesian methodology to assess fatigue programs with a limited amount of data. Its selection only obeys to a unique opportunity of observing and discussing the evolution of the confidence limits as a function of the number of results available. Firstly, the data has been fitted following the standard procedure of the Castillo-Canteli model using the ProFatigue software, in order to obtain an initial approximation of the model parameters values (see Equation (15)) and an initial estimation of the p-S-N field (see Figure 6 ). N 0 cc = 14958 cycles,∆σ 0 cc = 257.881 MPa,β cc = 2.97,λ cc = 0.34,δ cc = 0.56.
Those values have been used to define the uniform prior distributions (Equation (13)) according to Equation (14) . Thereafter, data has been entered into OpenBUGS, and the simulations have been carried out to calculate the posterior distributions of the model parameters (see Figure 7 ). Finally, the posterior distributions of the parameters have been used to obtain the posterior predictive distribution of the model as the 0.01, 0.10, 0.50, 0.90 and 0.99 quantiles of the S-N curves (see lines in Figure 8 ), and the corresponding 0.01-0.99 confidence intervals (see shaded regions in Figure 8 ). Thereafter, data has been entered into OpenBUGS, and the simulations have been carried out to calculate the posterior distributions of the model parameters (see Figure 7 ). Thereafter, data has been entered into OpenBUGS, and the simulations have been carried out to calculate the posterior distributions of the model parameters (see Figure 7 ). Finally, the posterior distributions of the parameters have been used to obtain the posterior predictive distribution of the model as the 0.01, 0.10, 0.50, 0.90 and 0.99 quantiles of the S-N curves (see lines in Figure 8 ), and the corresponding 0.01-0.99 confidence intervals (see shaded regions in Figure 8 ). Finally, the posterior distributions of the parameters have been used to obtain the posterior predictive distribution of the model as the 0.01, 0.10, 0.50, 0.90 and 0.99 quantiles of the S-N curves (see lines in Figure 8 ), and the corresponding 0.01-0.99 confidence intervals (see shaded regions in Figure 8 ). 
Influence of the Number of Fatigue Tests Performed.
As mentioned above, the number of tests has significant influence on the results of the fitting process of a p-S-N curve. For that reason, the experimental program developed by Maennig, as an almost ideal case of fatigue data provided in the literature, may not be representative to check the suitability of the S-N assessment using the new probabilistic model. Nevertheless, the utility of the Bayes model and that of the fatigue model proposed can be checked, assuming that the virtual planning of the test program consists of limited samples, which will be randomly select from the original Maennig's test program. The number test results considered for the assessment will be gradually increased, in order to observe their influence on the final S-N field. . After their fitting, the evolution in the assessment of the fatigue program concerning the failure percentiles and fatigue limit distribution is investigated.
To this aim, a random permutation of the 360 results contained in the vector is generated, providing a simulation of the experimental test sequence as virtually performed by Maennig. Thereafter, the Bayesian Weibull Fatigue Model is applied to fit initially only the first ten experimental results furnished by the random permutation vector (see Figure 9 ). The procedure is continued to define the evolution of the 0.01, 0.10, 0.50, 0.90 and 0.99 percentiles and the corresponding confidence intervals when the initial sample with 10 results is enlarged stepwise up to 20, 50, 100, 150, 200, 250 and 300 tests, respectively, as represented in Figure 9 and Video S1. As expected, the confidence intervals shrink with the number of tests, but in a non-linear way (see Figure  9 ). 
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As mentioned above, the number of tests has significant influence on the results of the fitting process of a p-S-N curve. For that reason, the experimental program developed by Maennig, as an almost ideal case of fatigue data provided in the literature, may not be representative to check the suitability of the S-N assessment using the new probabilistic model. Nevertheless, the utility of the Bayes model and that of the fatigue model proposed can be checked, assuming that the virtual planning of the test program consists of limited samples, which will be randomly select from the original Maennig's test program. The number test results considered for the assessment will be gradually increased, in order to observe their influence on the final S-N field. After their fitting, the evolution in the assessment of the fatigue program concerning the failure percentiles and fatigue limit distribution is investigated.
To this aim, a random permutation of the 360 results contained in the vector is generated, providing a simulation of the experimental test sequence as virtually performed by Maennig. Thereafter, the Bayesian Weibull Fatigue Model is applied to fit initially only the first ten experimental results furnished by the random permutation vector (see Figure 9 ). The procedure is continued to define the evolution of the 0.01, 0.10, 0.50, 0.90 and 0.99 percentiles and the corresponding confidence intervals when the initial sample with 10 results is enlarged stepwise up to 20, 50, 100, 150, 200, 250 and 300 tests, respectively, as represented in Figure 9 and Video S1. As expected, the confidence intervals shrink with the number of tests, but in a non-linear way (see Figure 9 ). Despite the useful information provided by the graphs in Figure 9 showing the evolution of the confidence bands, and thus, the dependency of the whole p-S-N field with the number of cycles, a better way to observe how the confidence bands are evolving for an increasing number of fatigue data available is to y cut the p-S-N field horizontally at fixed Δσ and record the number of cycles obtained for the different cases. Figure 10 represents the evolving results of the confidence bands for the 0.01, 0.1, 0.5, 0.90 and 0.99 percentiles, respectively, when such cuts are applied at Δσ = 290,320,350 Despite the useful information provided by the graphs in Figure 9 showing the evolution of the confidence bands, and thus, the dependency of the whole p-S-N field with the number of cycles, a better way to observe how the confidence bands are evolving for an increasing number of fatigue data available is to y cut the p-S-N field horizontally at fixed ∆σ and record the number of cycles obtained for the different cases. Figure 10 represents the evolving results of the confidence bands for the 0.01, 0.1, 0.5, 0.90 and 0.99 percentiles, respectively, when such cuts are applied at ∆σ = 290,320,350 and 380 MPa. As expected, all confidence bands irrespective of the percentile and stress ratio considered shows a reduction for the increasing number of tests involved in the fitting process. The calculation of those graphs allows researchers to decide when the experimental running fatigue program should be finished according to a criterion of maximization of the reliability-cost rate, i.e., when a new test does not provide a profitable increment of reliability. and 380 MPa. As expected, all confidence bands irrespective of the percentile and stress ratio considered shows a reduction for the increasing number of tests involved in the fitting process. The calculation of those graphs allows researchers to decide when the experimental running fatigue program should be finished according to a criterion of maximization of the reliability-cost rate, i.e., when a new test does not provide a profitable increment of reliability. Figure 10 . Detailed evolution of the quantiles and confidence intervals with the number of tests involved in the fitting process for different stress levels.
In Figure 11 the evolution of the distribution function of the fatigue limit, in particular for 0.01, 0.5, and 0.99 probability of failure is shown as a function of the total number of specimens tested by applying the Bayesian analysis. It is reminded that the fatigue limit, Δσ0, is one of the parameters intervening in the Castillo-Canteli model, see Equation (2), representing the horizontal asymptote, i.e., the driving force below which no fatigue damage occurs. Its statistical distribution, as provided by the S-N field, has great significance in the characterization of the fatigue behavior of materials, not only as a damage lower bound, but also because its role in the interpretation of non-propagating cracks, correspondence with the threshold ΔKth in the crack growth rate curve, and determination of the intrinsic crack, but also in the definition of the Kitagawa-Takahashi diagram. Figure 10 . Detailed evolution of the quantiles and confidence intervals with the number of tests involved in the fitting process for different stress levels.
In Figure 11 the evolution of the distribution function of the fatigue limit, in particular for 0.01, 0.5, and 0.99 probability of failure is shown as a function of the total number of specimens tested by applying the Bayesian analysis. It is reminded that the fatigue limit, ∆σ 0 , is one of the parameters intervening in the Castillo-Canteli model, see Equation (2), representing the horizontal asymptote, i.e., the driving force below which no fatigue damage occurs. Its statistical distribution, as provided by the S-N field, has great significance in the characterization of the fatigue behavior of materials, not only as a damage lower bound, but also because its role in the interpretation of non-propagating cracks, correspondence with the threshold ∆Kth in the crack growth rate curve, and determination of the intrinsic crack, but also in the definition of the Kitagawa-Takahashi diagram. Figure 11 . Evolution of the estimation of the fatigue limit and the 0.01-0.99 confidence intervals.
Conclusions
The main conclusions drawn from this work are the following: a) Concerning the Bayesian model:
1. Despite the limited utility of standard Bayesian methods, which utility is generally restricted to specific and simple cases, the Bayesian methods based on Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) techniques, implemented in the OpenBUGS, can be advantageously used in the analysis of more complex and advanced models, particularly probabilistic ones, thus, opening the applications to a broad spectrum of fracture and fatigue problems to be explored in the future, as the one investigated here. 2. The OpenBUGS software allows for the systematic sampling of the model parameters to be integrated into posterior predictive models, once the prior information has been enriched with the experimental data. 3. The new Bayesian approach allows very large posterior samples of the model parameters to be obtained and use them to derive the approximate distribution of any variable instead of working with closed complex formulas. 4. Bayesian methods, instead of providing point estimates of the variables, provide very large samples of them that can be interpreted as their density functions, which is much more than confidence intervals. 5. The application of Bayesian techniques to the probabilistic regression Weibull model proposed by Castillo and Canteli for the analysis of S-N data enables the initial simple probabilistic definition of the five parameters model to be enhanced by providing the probability distribution for any percentile failure curve of the original model (to be interpreted as confidence intervals). Furthermore, the approach enables the subsequent evolution of the confidence intervals to be defined as a function of the number of tests carried out. b) Concerning the S-N model:
1. The Bayes methodology can be applied at any time during the testing process providing an invaluable contribution to enhance the confidence intervals of the S-N assessment, in particular when using such a probabilistic model as that of Castillo-Canteli. 2. The evolution of the confidence bands for the fatigue limit referred to the assessment of the fatigue S-N field of the Maennig example confirms the robustness of the S-N model proposed by Castillo-Canteli. In fact, the confidence bands obtained by applying the Bayes methodology proves to show a near asymptotic trend with quick diminishing for increasing number of Figure 11 . Evolution of the estimation of the fatigue limit and the 0.01-0.99 confidence intervals.
The main conclusions drawn from this work are the following:
(a) Concerning the Bayesian model:
1.
Despite the limited utility of standard Bayesian methods, which utility is generally restricted to specific and simple cases, the Bayesian methods based on Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) techniques, implemented in the OpenBUGS, can be advantageously used in the analysis of more complex and advanced models, particularly probabilistic ones, thus, opening the applications to a broad spectrum of fracture and fatigue problems to be explored in the future, as the one investigated here.
2.
The OpenBUGS software allows for the systematic sampling of the model parameters to be integrated into posterior predictive models, once the prior information has been enriched with the experimental data.
3.
The new Bayesian approach allows very large posterior samples of the model parameters to be obtained and use them to derive the approximate distribution of any variable instead of working with closed complex formulas.
4.
Bayesian methods, instead of providing point estimates of the variables, provide very large samples of them that can be interpreted as their density functions, which is much more than confidence intervals.
5.
The application of Bayesian techniques to the probabilistic regression Weibull model proposed by Castillo and Canteli for the analysis of S-N data enables the initial simple probabilistic definition of the five parameters model to be enhanced by providing the probability distribution for any percentile failure curve of the original model (to be interpreted as confidence intervals). Furthermore, the approach enables the subsequent evolution of the confidence intervals to be defined as a function of the number of tests carried out.
(b) Concerning the S-N model:
1.
The Bayes methodology can be applied at any time during the testing process providing an invaluable contribution to enhance the confidence intervals of the S-N assessment, in particular when using such a probabilistic model as that of Castillo-Canteli.
2.
The evolution of the confidence bands for the fatigue limit referred to the assessment of the fatigue S-N field of the Maennig example confirms the robustness of the S-N model proposed by Castillo-Canteli. In fact, the confidence bands obtained by applying the Bayes methodology proves to show a near asymptotic trend with quick diminishing for increasing number of evaluated test results evidencing a moderate variation in the ranges of the fatigue limit even for scarce number of test data.
3.
The confidence intervals in the particular case of the fatigue limit are transcendental because the direct interpretation of the latter, whereas those for the remaining S-N parameter are of less interest when separately interpreted. Instead, the reciprocal interdependence, i.e., the correlation, existing among all the model parameters is better reflected through the representation of the confidence bands (distribution of the particular probability of failure) of the percentiles S-N curves, preferably only for low or very low probability of failure in practical design.
Mode 2
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